
    

 January is a unique month, so anticlimactic after the glut of celebrations that surrounds Christmas and 
New Years.  It is dark, dreary and cold, especially if you are not a Patriots or Eagles fan! 
Thankfully at St. Augustine things brighten up with the return of students. There are few things as 

    

  From the Priest’s Desk:  New Beginnings
                                                Fr. John Del Priore, SJS

fulfilling as seeing them filled with the spirit and joy that goes with living a Christ centered life. It is 
truly inspiring to see the dozens of students that participate in adoration we have all day from Tuesday 
to Friday and in our daily masses at 6:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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Acknowledging God’s Call
         Joe and Abby Maslanka,
              IT Applications Analyst & Project Engineer

                 (Graduated from UWP in May 2014 & 2017) 
When entering university, many new 
students have an idealized plan for what 
will happen throughout their college 
career.  For me, this plan was to put off 
any “frivolous” romantic relationship 
until at least my junior year and focus 
solely on my studies. However, at the 
Newman Center I soon learned that God 
had His own plans for me when I met my 
now husband, Joe.

strictly reserved for religious life, but at St. Augustine I found 
this is not the case. Ask yourself, are you closing yourself off to 
a potentially fulfilling relationship in order to try to pursue a 
worldly goal? If you’re in a relationship, could you sincerely see 
yourself spending your life with your significant other?

4:00 p.m. Mass, 
Celebrated by Bishop 

Robert Morlino
Social Hour following Mass

5:45 p.m. Dinner
RSVP Before March 30th to 

katrina@pioneercatholic.org

Newman Banquet 
2018

Saturday April 7th
at Queen of All Saints 

Parish Hall in 
Fennimore, WI

Our prayers for Joe and Abby and for all 
those members of St. Augustine who got 

married in 2017. A total of eight beautiful 
Catholic weddings. We also pray for the at 

least four oncoming weddings in 2018.

Please pray for these students and for the future of St. Augustine and Newman Heights. God is calling them to be the 
future leaders of the church and this time is so formative for their future.

Over Christmas break, 35 students went on SLS, the Catholic leadership conference in Chicago. 
I’ve spoken to a lot of them and they loved it and are ready to turn that energy into conversions and evangelization at UWP.

As Catholics, we often think of 
vocational discernment as something 

Slow down, pray, place yourself in God’s hands, and 
be vulnerable with Him. God knows best for you!

Understanding God’s plan isn’t obvious or easy. Realizing our call 
to marriage was difficult since many worldly circumstances were 
stacked against us; he was a senior set to graduate within months 
of us meeting, and I was a freshman with a study abroad program 
locked in halfway around the world. 
Initially, our fear of separation kept us from pursuing anything 
more than a friendship. However, the Holy Spirit eventually 
showed us God’s plan, and we’re happier now than ever!

The groundbreaking for Newman Heights, our 144 bed apartment housing unit, was on January 17th. So much effort of 
so many people went into making that happen. It is a reminder that the church is still alive and that there are people still 
willing to fight for Christ and build his church. Every once in a while you are able to be part of something great. Something 
whose success can be calculated by its quantifiable capacity to bring people to Christ. Beginning in the upcoming fall 
semester in September, Newman Heights will be a living space open to all and located just feet from the blessed sacrament 
where students can go and open their hearts to God whenever they want. 

(l to r) James Rosemeyer (Core Team), Grant Emmel (Diocese of Madison), 
Fr. John Del Priore, Steve Harms (Tri-North), Msgr. James Bartylla (Diocese of 
Madison), William Levy (BMOC) 

facebook.com/st.augustineparish.newman 



FOCUS Team (l to r) Haley York, Jacee Heng, David Jaramillo, Alex Gill

I am so blessed to be leading the FOCUS missionary team here in Platteville. It truly has been a pleasure to be back to this 
campus for a second year and to work with our chaplain Fr. John and the Campus Ministry team. 
There are 17 Bible studies, over 120 students attendees, 32 student leaders, four students interviewing to become missionaries 
and much more. 
Prayer, Bible studies and discipleship are the fundamental actions that we do on campus in order to conquer campus for 
Jesus, so students keep saying ‘yes’ to Christ and His Church. The impact will be eternal! 

While at UWP, I was fortunate to experience the benefits of a dynamic Newman center 
that kept me engaged with my faith (and well fed).  The many great staff members and 
students that I had the pleasure of knowing gave me leadership skills, a holistic love for 
my faith, and a great network of friends. In the midst of this, I never realized the great 
foundation for my young adult life that was being constructed.

FOCUS Update
David Jaramillo, FOCUS Team Director

      Good To Meet You Blessed Sacrament!
       Kyle Hartman,  Mechanical Engineer (Graduated from UWP in May 2017)

When I started college my prayer life was missing, I prayed just sometimes, mostly only 
during Mass on Sundays.
The first time I went to the Newman center in Platteville, I saw a sign up sheet for Adoro-
tion; the Church where I came from didn’t have it so I decided to check it out.
My first time was awkward for me. I wasn’t sure what to do. 
I prayed for five minutes, then I said to myself: “What am I supposed to do for the next 
twenty five minutes!?”. I sat and meditated. 
It was in those twenty five minutes when my opinion about adoration changed.
The still of the silence opened a new world for me. I started to hear God speaking to me. 
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Much of what I learned at Auggies, a love of the sacraments, empathizing with others 
charitably, and the importance of a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, are now shared 
with my own family as I look to serve my wife, Sam, and our daughter, Emma. 
Leadership skills learned at the Newman Center in Platteville helped me carry on the 
mission of a similar group for young adults when I served on the core team for two years.  
Currently, I carry these skills forward by helping organize an annual young men’s conference.  
While I thought serving as an officer for Newman was just a way to help out, it has proven 
to have a current effect on my life now.  I am excited to see how these will continue to be 
realized in the future.

      What Happens at Newman Does Not Stay at Newman
         Jared Marugg, Structural Engineer (Graduated from UWP in May 2013)     

The world needs young people to answer God’s call. Be public with your faith.
 I had a moving experience in Chicago. 
Starting my position as a student leader at the Newman Community this semester, 
I hope to carry the lessons I learned forward. 
I cannot wait to attend next year!”

This is the fourth year of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) in this campus.  

We attended SLS in Chicago,IL from January 2nd to 6th, where the students had the opportunity to be formed in the new 
evangelization with world known catholic speakers like Bishop Barron, Dr. Sri, Curtin Martin, Jason Everett, Father Mike 
Schmitz and dozens more. 
It has been a great opportunity to encounter the Lord and continue the mission here on campus, bringing students to 
Christ. In words of one of our students attendees:

“ This winter break I had the privilege to attend the Student Leadership Summit. 
The purpose of this conference was to train leaders to evangelize the current generation of college students and to 
continue spreading the gospel after graduation in our parishes. 
This conference was unlike any I have attended before. It was a week better than any other. We attended Mass 
everyday with approximately 8000 people, had thousands of people at Adoration and confession and learned to 
lead fellow students to Christ. 

This era is not a time to hide. Be firm in your faith! 

Jeffrey Suttie.  Junior , Mechanical Engineering

Of the many keynote speakers, my personal favorite was Jim Caviezel, best known for his role as Jesus in The Passion of the Christ, 
he shared his story with us and spoke of a call to action for modern Christians.

We kicked-off with our new large group event called Ablaze, where we provided food, games and topped it off with small 
group Bible Studies which were led by an experienced leader alongside a new one so the latter can learn to lead. It worked 
so well that we are preparing Ablaze II for this second semester.

Devotion to our faith has wonderful effects, 
both immediate and long term.   

All this time I was the one talking instead of 
listening to God talking to me. 

I focused more on listening, absorbing the silence to fully 
embrace God speaking to me. Adoration changed my life. 
I realized how important having a daily prayer life both in 
college and after graduation. I will always be thankful for this 
great discovery. 

(Up)  Jared and his family
(Down) Newman community 2011 & 2012


